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. possible unauthiorized
about them to LE. Col. Oliver L.
_North, the former White House
- aide, accordmg to congressional
-SOUrCes.

WASHINGTON POS T.
. 28 April 1987

Senators to Questmn Webster Again
CIA Nommee W'll Be Asked About FBI Probes of Aid to Contras

By Walter Pmcusﬁ.__

‘_W whigton l’mt Statt Writer

The Senate intelligence commit-

 tee has decided to recall FBI Direc-

tor William H. Webster for a public
hearing Thursday to question him

about FBI investigations of assist-
ance to the Nicaraguan contras and

disclosures

The committee is consxdermg

the FBI confirmed it was lookmg
into allegations that North had re-
ceived information. on the bureau’s

1985 Miami investigation into gun-

running to the contras from Florida.

Thursday’s session is not expect-
ed to prevent Webster’s eventual
approval by the committee and con-

firmation by the Senate, according

to congressional sources. Nonethe-
less, Webster wanted to avoid the

- additional session and arswer any

questions. in a letter or in private

. meetings with individual senators,

according to sources close to the-

Webster’s nomination to be director

of the Central Intelligence Agency.

T'he FBI director was criticized dur-

ing his first two days of confirma- .
tion hearings earlier this month by

senators who questioned Webster’s
handling of the [ran-contra affair

and asked him to ‘be more forthcom- .

ing on details.

Webster subsequently - supplied -
new information to the: committee.
- “from FBI files that will: form the.
basis for Thursdays questlomng.f

- sources said.

The committee has not chsclosed )
what data it obtained, but last week -

FBl director.
“Thére have been questlons
raised about information that might

have been available in field offices - -

and- whether this information was”
tully ‘considered and if not, why-.
not,” Sen. William S. Cohen (R-
Mame) vice chairman of the com-

mittee, told United Press Intema- :
tional yesterday, .

Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.); who

- had_questioned Webster closely on
his role in the Iran-contra affair at .
* the earflier sessions, was one of the .

- committee niembers who wanted
_ another public  hearing,

_sources -

said.. Specter.alsa had led the ques-
tioning of Robert M. Gates the act- -

the ‘administration’s first chotae to
succeed William'J.” Casey, who re-~
sngned after surgery for_a brain tu-

mor.

T Gates withdréw his name after

ase of the Tower commis-
sion’s_report, saying he believed "
that it would take too long for him -
to win Senate approval. Webster.

then was nominated on March 3,
" partially in the hope that he would -
-be approved quickly because of his

le

the 1

record as FBI director for the past
nine years.

- Sen. David L. Boren- (D- Okla)

chairman of- the intelligence com-
mittee, said last week that he hoped

‘to.get-a committee vote on Webster
- within two weeks, but other mem-
bers said they believe the Senate )
may delay approval, at least until '
the first weeks of public. hearmgs on.
the Iran-contra affair are concluded..
"-Those hearings. start May 5 with

testimony on the contra operations,

including the FBI i inquiries into pos-._
sible unlawful actlvmes, sources
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